Incidence of Cryptosporidium in all patients submitting stool specimens for ova and parasite examination: monoclonal antibody IFA method.
The development of a monoclonal antibody to Cryptosporidium oocysts provides a more sensitive detection method than that seen using other diagnostic techniques. Incidence reports on this organism have been based on earlier, less-sensitive methods. In order to determine the numbers of positive patients and stool specimens, every stool specimen submitted for an ova and parasite examination was tested using the Merifluor IFA system (Meridian Diagnostics, Inc). Over a 12-mo period, 2,786 specimens were tested (1,516 patients). Positive specimens (23) were from nine known immunosuppressed patients and from four symptomatic immunocompetent patients. This represents an overall positive rate of 0.86% (patients). In those patients who were not suspected of having cryptosporidiosis (immunocompetent), diagnosis of this infection would not have been accomplished without the use of a sensitive screening method. This data, obtained over a 12-mo period, provides information for those laboratories considering the clinical relevance of screening all stool specimens for this infection. With the development of therapy, early detection of Cryptosporidium will become more important.